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The annual elections were held in early November 2012.  There were two 
Board positions open and Gayle Alvarez and Sue Fox were reelected to fill 
them. 
 
2012 Projects.  Many of the previous year’s projects continued into 2012: 
 
Medal of Honor Grave marker status: 
In 2012, 17 ‘Lost to History’ Recipients were located and an additional 2 
others are tentative.  In 2011, the VA sent us a letter requesting that we 
hold off submitting any more headstone or marker applications as they were 
reviewing the rules on who was authorized to request the markers and who 
was authorized to have a marker.  These markers are VA issued government 
markers which identify the person as a Medal of Honor Recipient.  The 
review process is not complete and along with the ongoing budget matters in 
Washington DC, as of December 2012, there are 25 applications on hold. 
 
Medal of Honor Book Listings: 
The list of books that were either authored by a Medal of Honor Recipient or 
are about Medal of Honor Recipients continues to grow.  In locating recipient 
obituaries, new authors and titles are coming to light.  The list now has 1220 
entries.  
 
Pension Cards and Marker Applications obtained: 
Ray Johnston took on an exhaustive gathering of documents.  The first was 
Pension Cards for both army and navy recipients which totals about 1500 
cards.  With the pension numbers, we can obtain navy pensions online or 
order the files for the army from the National Archives.  This provides the 
recipients last known location and if it’s a widow’s pension, death 
information.   
 
The second document collection was headstone applications for recipient 
burials between 1925 and 1963.  This led directly to locating a lost recipient 
and provided supplemental biographical information on several others. 
 
Locating Obituaries: 
An active search is underway to locate available recipient obituaries from 
various newspaper collections including the Library of Congress and the New 
York Times.  In 2012, we located 297 obituaries. 
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Correction to Records: 
Seven corrections to records were requested and approved by the Army 
Awards and Decorations Branch for Indian War Medal of Honor Recipients.  
The MOHHSUS was told that the Center of Military History will also update 
their Medal of Honor Citations webpage. 
 
Prisoner of War listing: 
Working with the CMOHS, we have begun compiling a listing of all Recipients 
who at one time or another were prisoners of war.  Some were prisoners 
during a war other than the one they earned the Medal in.  There are 
currently 202 names on the list.  As more service records come online, many 
previously unknown POWs are coming to light. 
 
Medal of Honor Recipients Graves GPS Numbers Listing: 
In 2012 we completed the listing of known GPS numbers of Recipients’ 
graves on our webpage.  Accompanying the number is a map pinpointing the 
location of the grave.  This massive project took a significant amount of time 
to complete but a sizeable number of maps are now available on the various 
states listings. 
 
Headstone Dedications:  
Multiple headstone dedications were attended by various officers and 
members that included Medal of Honor Recipients’ Robert Smith/Harry 
Reynolds in Nevada, Lewis Locke in Massachusetts and Martin McHugh in 
Illinois. 
 
Finances.   
 
The annual membership cost per member, except for Medal of Honor 
Recipients themselves, is $20 annually for individual members and $50 for 
corporations.  Medal of Honor Recipients are extended honorary 
memberships with full privileges.   
 
During 2012, our fourth year of operation, we took in $1010 in memberships 
and $190 in donations.   
 
Our 2012 membership total is 60 members.  Our expenses for 2012 were 
$70 for post office box rental and $170 for other expenses, primarily the 
ordering of files from the National Archives and death certificates from 
various states when needed to confirm that a ‘Lost’ Recipient was indeed 
found. 
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Other Ongoing projects.  
 
The MOHHSUS is working in conjunction with the CMOHS in compiling 
various lists of notable achievements aside from the MOH.  This includes 
those with mixed military service, lawyers, congressman, law enforcement 
officials, former slaves, recipients who rescued other recipients, 
Confederates who later earned the MOH, and recipients related to other 
recipients. 
 
Another ongoing project is compiling a listing of Medals located in Museums 
and institutional historical collections, American Legion and VFW halls etc.  
This also includes duplicate Medals as several Recipients Medals are reported 
to be at multiple locations.   
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